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CZECHOSLOVAK  APPLE  SITUATION 


2^  "^^  y  a  section  for  trading  in  fresh  fruit  vas  opened 

Hori       ^^^-^^  Produce  Exchange,  according  to  advices  from  Corrmercial  Attache 
a  agson  at  Prague.     The  nev  section  v/as  instituted  hecause  of  the  increasing  . 
volune  of  fresh  fruit  being  handled  in  that  market. 

A-n'-ilc  cron  ^rosiDCcts  for  the  current  year  are  not  very  good  since 
vrepthcr  conditions  have  heon  unf .-^vornhle  for  the  dcvclopm.ent  of  the  fruit. 
He.qvy  rpinfnll  .^nd  ^'ind  storms  during  June  and  July  caused  irruch  of  the  frait 
to  dro^  from  the  trees,  vrhile  the  remainder  is  'bclon  normal  Quality.  Esti- 
mates -olpce  the  volume  somerrhat  "belovr  that  of  last  year.     The  apple  harvest 
in  Czechoslovakia  takes  "olace  during  the  latter  loart  of  August  and  the  month 
of  ScTotemher,  vhile  the  Imlk  of  the  exports  move  during  September  and  October. 

Tinder  normal  conditions  Czechoslovakia  exports  about  1,000,000  bushels 
of  a-nr)les  annually.     The  fruit  is  of  good  auality  and  flavor,     G-ermany  is  the 
largest  ma.rket  for  Czechoslovak  a.n-oles,  taking  about  85  per  cent  of  the  ex- 
•oorts  esch  year.     Other  m.arkets,  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  are  Aus- 
tria, Denmark,  England,  Sweden  and  Holland,     The  major  Toart  of  the  apple  ex- 
■norts  are  shinned  by  river  barges  to  Germany,  v^here  they  are  reship-oed  from 
convenient  -ooints.     This  method  of  trans-oortation  reduces  the  freight  charges 
to  the  minimum.     Czechoslovak  anToles  flood  many  of  the  larger  German  markets, 
■narticularly  Berlin  and  Hamburg,  during  the  fall  and  v,'inter  months  and  coir- 
nete  acti^'-ely  r'ith  the  American  ar)-oles  at  these  joints. 

There  h^s  been  little  attem-ot  in  Czechoslovakia  to  improve  the  ouality 
of  the  fruit  or  to  grade  the  -oart  intended  for  marketing.     As  a  result  the 
Czechoslovak  fruit  grov/er  does  not  obt-^in  a  very  high  return  on  his  labor. 
Aor)les  destined  for  exnort  are  necked  loosely,  either  in  barrels  or  sacks, 
the  individual  fruit  being  unwrapned.     The  usual  method  followed  by  fruit  ex- 
porters in  marketing  .their  product  abroad  is  to  T)lace  their  shipments  in  the 
hands  of  foreign  corresnondents  ^'^ho  handle  them  on  consignment. 

The  exDort  of  apples  is  controlled  by  the  government  through  the  is- 
suance of  export  -nermits  by  the  Ministry  of  Commerce.  These  permits  are 
granted  freely  except  ^-^hen  a  crop  failure  causes  a  shortage  of  fruit  ^'ithin 
the  country.  No  information  has  been  received  as  to  ^-^hether  or  not  the 
short  croT)  this  year  vrill  cause  a  restriction  of  exoort  loermits-  It  is  ap- 
parent,  however,  that  there  '^'ill  be  fev/er  Czechoslovak  apples  in  the  way  of 
itoerican  supplies  during  November  and  December  than  v;ould  ordinarily  be  the 
Case . 
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